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Group Exhibition “Visions of Loren Eiseley” will be on view 
to the public until August 31st 2012. Closing reception 
August 23rd, 2012 6:00-9:00pm. 

The summer installment of the continuing windows series on Traction Company’s 

exterior windows brings six local artists together to explore the writings and teachings of 

University of Pennsylvania scholar Loren Eiseley. Brothers Peter and Brendan Gavin 

along with Matt Colaizzo join Traction Company members Jeff Dentz, Pavel Efremoff, 

and John Greig Jr. to bring the first group exhibition to the studio’s windows.  

 

The show was organized by Jeff Dentz, whose motivation was to create awareness of the 

author.  After years of exchanging books and ideas of Eiseley’s writings, the artists were 

inspired to create a show surrounding the themes.  Each artist followed their own 

intuitive approach based their favorite writings, those which they felt a connection with. 

Their original works range from collage to drawing and woodcut.  These images, along 

with excerpts from Eiseley’s works, are enlarged and wheat-pasted on the boarded-up 

windows. The one-night only reception with the artists will feature the original artworks.  

 

Loren Eiseley was an American anthropologist, educator, philosopher, and natural 

science writer, who taught and published books from the 1950s through the 1970s. 

During this period he received more than 36 honorary degrees and was a fellow of many 

distinguished professional societies. At his death, he was Benjamin Franklin Professor of 

Anthropology and History of Science at the University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Eiseley’s national reputation was established mainly through his books, including The 

Immense Journey (1957), Darwin's Century (1958), The Unexpected Universe (1969), 

The Night Country (1971), and his memoir, All the Strange Hours (1975). Science author 

Orville Prescott praised him as a scientist who “can write with poetic sensibility and with 

a fine sense of wonder and of reverence before the mysteries of life and nature.“  

 

He was noted as a “scholar and writer of imagination and grace,” which gained him a 

reputation and record of accomplishment far beyond the campus where he taught for 30 

years. Publishers Weekly referred to him as "the modern Thoreau." The broad scope of 

his many writings considered such diverse topics as the mind of Sir Francis Bacon, the 

prehistoric origins of man, and the contributions of Charles Darwin. 

 

Among the selected quotes which inspired the artists, Brendan Gavin’s work 

encompasses the excerpt from “The Immense Journey “, reads: 
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“Perhaps there is now meaning in it all, the thought went on inside me, save 

that of journey itself, so far as men can see. It has altered with the chances of 

life, and the chances brought us here; but it was a good journey-long perhaps-

but a good journey under a pleasant sun. Do not look for the purpose. Think of 

the way we came and be a little proud. Think of this hand-the utter pain of its 

first venture on the pebbly shore.” 

 

Loren Eiseley 1907-1977 

 

 

 

Traction Company is pleased to present this visual exploration of the literary writings that 

have inspired the six local artists in the exhibition “Visions of Loren Eiseley”. Please join 

the artists in this exhibition for a one-night reception Thurday, August 23rd from 6:00 – 

9:00 pm where the original works will be on display at 4100 Haverford Avenue in West 

Philadelphia.  

 


